Inhibition of Dopa decarboxylase by caffeic acid and related compounds: structure-activity relationships.
The inhibition of purified Dopa decarboxylase, has been performed with dihydroxyphenyl derivatives devoided of the NH2 group and unable to form the Schiff base with pyridoxal-5' phosphate. The more efficient inhibition is displayed by caffeic acid and related compounds that present an insaturation in the chain. The relative contribution to the inhibition by the chain and ring structures has been evaluated.